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towards the writing of the history of the Japan of the present era
Your recent book Secrets of Japan, strikes me as being a very
interesting venture, rather unique Though I do not for a moment
consider the book as without faults, yet it is so different from the
usual slush of all praise or all blame that I feel it miy have a message
for the historian of 100 years hence

EXTRACT FROM THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE
The phenomenal rise of the Island Empire within exactly half
a century, from primitivism to the acme of modernism , from the
position of an unknown nation, to that of one of the foremost Powers
of the world, has however, provided such a fascination to peoples
of the world that new books upon the subject are always welcome
To Indian readers, of course, the story of Japan is of particular
interest The bonds that unite the two countries were forged in ages
past, and the Japanese never weary of confessing the debt they owe
to India Even in the foreword to this book which is contributed
by Mr Shingoro Takaishi, a reputed journalist of Japan, a graceful
compliment is paid to India, as having centuries ago nurtured by
her intellectual radiance, the seed of contemporary Japan
Mr Chaman Lai, who is not unknown to readers of the Bom
bay Chronicle, has portrayed in the pages of this book The Secrets
of Japan as he viewed them thiough Indian eyes The author
never leaves his Indian background He again and again rubs the
lessons in upon his countrymen His aim is mainly practical The
book, therefore, can be described as a popular work, as distinguished
from the historical or the critical Writtmg from first hand expe
rience, with innate sympathy and with deep insight, Mr Lai has
vividly described the secret of the greatness of contemporary Japan
He has rigorously avoided political controversies, and in a book of
this type it was the wise thing to do